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W
elcome to Miss Travis

Bash, the District’s new

Elementary Assistant

Principal for Friendship and Southern

Elementary Schools.  Mr. Keith

Purcaro, Elementary Assistant

Principal, has been reassigned to

Shrewsbury Elementary School.

Miss Bash, a native of Lancaster,

graduated from Boston University

with a degree in Business Adminis-

tration.  After several years working

in the business sector, she decided to

return to school to pursue a career in

education.  She was accepted into an

accelerated teacher training program

at DePaul University in Chicago.  In

this program, students receive on-

the-job training in teaching while

attending the university.  Miss Bash

taught second and fifth grade classes

during this time.

Following graduation from DePaul

University, Miss Bash returned to

Lancaster and taught third grade at

Neff Elementary School, a position

she held since 1999.  During this time,

she attended classes at Penn State

and earned her Elementary Principal

Certification in 2003.

Miss Bash is an accomplished

traveler, having visited Europe, Asia,

Africa, and other areas throughout

the world.  She also enjoys hiking,

biking, and skiing.

Miss Bash brings a strong teaching

and business background to her new

position as Assistant Principal.  She

looks forward to this new position, as

it gives her the best of both worlds--

working directly with staff and

students.  We look forward to

working with Miss Bash.

Eleven Retire from District
The District bids farewell to eleven of its staff who retired at the end of last school

year.  These eleven people served a combined 274 years in our schools!

Shirley Crumbling ............. Teacher.................................... Southern Middle School

Ellen Eager ....................... Orchestra Director ................... Southern Middle School

Linda Jefferies .................. Teacher..........................Shrewsbury Elementary School

Linda Perry ....................... Guidance Counselor ........ Friendship Elementary School

Donna Robinson .............. Office Clerk....................... Susquehannock High School

Marina Rontiris ................ Teacher.................................... Southern Middle School

Shirley Russell ................. Office Clerk.............................. Southern Middle School

Jeffrey Schuck .................. Teacher.............................. Southern Elementary School

Cheryl Taormina ............... Teacher..........................Shrewsbury Elementary School

Virginia Walker ................. Teacher..........................Shrewsbury Elementary School

Earl Yeckley ...................... Teacher............................. Susquehannock High School

Thank you for your service to the District!
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BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

Dr. James H. Joy ................................ President

Mary Anne Winkelman ................. Vice President

Bruce Bauman ...................................... Treasurer

Dale R. Keagy ............. Secretary (Non-Member)

Erek Gass ............................................... Member

Jerri Groncki ............................................ Member

James Heffner ....................................... Member

Dianne Masimore .................................... Member

Robert Schefter ...................................... Member

Lisa Veltri ................................................ Member

Matt Collins ................... Student Representative

ADMINISTRATION

Dr. Thomas R. Hensley ............... Superintendent

Julie K. Szymaszek ........... Asst. Superintendent

Dale R. Keagy ................Business Administrator

BOARD MEETINGS

The Southern York County School District Board of
Education holds meetings on the first and third
Thursdays of each month, with modified sched-
ules in July, August, and December.  Unless other-
wise noted, meetings are held at 7 p.m. in Confer-
ence Room C of the District Administration Build-
ing.  Meetings are also televised live via Adelphia’s
Cable TV Channel 99.

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

(717) 235-4811
Friendship Elementary .......................... Ext. 290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 265
Shrewsbury Elementary ........................ Ext. 360
Southern Middle School ......................... Ext. 253
Susquehannock High School ................ Ext. 238
Susquehannock Guidance .................... Ext. 243
Transportation ....................................... Ext. 350
Tax Office ............................................. Ext. 300

MISSION STATEMENT

The Southern York County School District, through
a cooperative effort with the family and commu-
nity, will provide a quality learning environment
that promotes character, fosters responsibility, and
challenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

The Southern York County School District is an
equal opportunity educational institution and will
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of
its activities, programs, employment policies or
practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1974, Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972, or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of
1990.  Employees and participants who have an
inquiry or complaint of harassment or discrimina-
tion, or who need information about accommoda-
tions for persons with disabilities, should contact
the Office of the Assistant Superintendent of
Schools, Southern York County School District,
P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call
(717) 235-4811.

PUBLICATION

The Southern York County Schools Report is pub-
lished four times a year--September/October, Janu-
ary, April, and May/June through the Publications
and Public Information office of our District.  Com-
ments or questions should be referred to Diane
Fishel  (e-mail LDF@mail.syc.k12.pa.us) (phone:
235-4811, extension 231).

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.syc.k12.pa.us

In an effort to provide better educa-

tional opportunities for students who

choose to learn from home through a

cyber school, the Southern York

County School District will introduce

the blendedschools.net program this

year.  Blendedschools.net began ten

years ago in four small, rural Pennsyl-

vania school districts which envi-

sioned using  technology to deliver

new learning opportunities to their

students.  Today, the program spans

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,

offering an expansive list of services.

The program offers traditional

courses, as well as specialty and

elective courses, which may not be

offered in our District.

In the first year, our school district

will offer the blendedschools.net

program only to those students living

in the Southern York County School

District who are currently getting

their education through a cyber

school.  Although they live in the

District, cyber school students are

not enrolled in any of our schools,

and teach themselves using the

Internet.  With blendedschools.net,

these cyber school students may

once again be enrolled in our

schools, but may continue learning

from home through this state-certified

program.

The blendedschools.net program

uses state-approved curriculum that

teaches the required Pennsylvania

academic standards.  Courses are

written by Pennsylvania educators

and are taught through the Internet

(on-line learning).

 Blendedschools.net students will

also be able to participate in a number

of extra-curricular activities offered in

the District.  In addition, students

who successfully complete the

blendedschools.net program will

receive a Susquehannock High

School diploma, something which is

not possible through a cyber school

program.

At the end of the school year, the

District will evaluate this pilot

program.  Future plans for the

program may include offering courses

to homebound students, to students

at risk of dropping out of school, as a

summer school option, to supplement

current District course offerings, or to

students who wish to take advanced

placement courses.

For more information on this program,

log onto www.blendedschools.net.

District to Pilot

blendedschools.net Program

Instructional Assistants

Complete Certification Test

This past May, all of the instructional assistants in our district successfully passed

the Comprehensive Assessment of Paraprofessional Educators (CAPE) examination.

As part of the No Child Left Behind Act, the Federal government mandates that all

school paraprofessionals who do not have at least an Associate’s Degree must prove

that they are highly qualified to work with students.  The two-and-a-half hour test

measured our instructional assistants’ knowledge in reading, math, and general

knowledge.  As far as we know, we’re the only district in which 100% of our instruc-

tional assistants passed this test.  The No Child Left Behind Act was established to

help guarantee that every student in the country receives the best possible educa-

tion.  The CAPE test is just one way in which the government is monitoring schools,

and it ensures that the instructional assistants who work with your children are

qualified.
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Students Exceed Average Yearly Performance Targets

Reading

% Students Scoring Advanced/Proficient

Compared to AYP Target for 2004

In Spring 2004, students statewide in

grades 5, 8, and 11 took the PSSA

(Pennsylvania System of State Assess-

ment) reading and math tests.  These

government mandated tests are part of

the No Child Left Behind Act and are a

good measure of a student’s achieve-

ment in a number of academic stan-

dards in reading and math.

Students who took the reading and

math tests received a proficiency score

based on four levels:  Advanced,

Proficient, Basic, or Below Basic.

To ensure that students are making

academic progress, the government

established a set of yearly goals for

reading and another set of yearly goals

for math, known as Adequate Yearly

Progress (AYP).  The AYP shows the

percentage of students who should be

scoring Advanced or Proficient for a

given year.  The AYP was first posted

for 2002 and will continue through

2014.   The goal steadily increases each

year until 2014, at which time 100% of

students should be Advanced or

Proficient in reading and math.  The

AYP target rate for the Spring 2004

testing is 45% for reading and 35% for

math.  As you can see by the graphs

below, the Southern York County

School District is above these targets.

Your school district has many strategies

in place and are working on new strate-

gies to help those students who are not

yet scoring Advanced or Proficient on

the PSSA.  These strategies should also

ensure the continued academic growth

of those who are already scoring Ad-

vanced or Proficient.  We now have bet-

ter tools for identifying students who

need extra assistance to raise their levels

of achievement.  We continue to make

reading and writing a part of every sub-

ject, not just English or social studies.

This has already helped many of our stu-

dents increase their reading and writing

skills.  Another significant program that

is in place for the current school year for

grades 6 through 12 is the College Prepa-

ratory Math (CPM) program, a new

method of learning mathematics.  This

program has proved to be very success-

ful in other school districts in increasing

students’ knowledge and retention of

math.  We’ll update you on the CPM pro-

gram and provide more information in an

upcoming District Newsletter.  Beginning

next school year, the District will intro-

duce “Everyday Math,” a new program

for students in grades 1 through 5.

The bar graphs below show the

percentage of Southern York County

School District students who scored

Advanced or Proficient in math and

reading, compared to the AYP target for

2004.

Math

% Students Scoring Advanced/Proficient

Compared to AYP Target for 2004

Southern York County

School District is above

these (Adequate Yearly

Progress) targets.
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Welcome . . .

New to the District This 

Administration

Ben Louey .................................................................... District Technician, PC Focus

Bruce Mickey .....................................................District Technician, Database Focus

Bill Tridico .................................................................................... Psychologist Intern

Susquehannock High School

Amanda Bishop .................................................................................... Math Teacher

Megan Blair ......................................................................................... Choral Director

Tim Hare .............................................................................. Communications Teacher

Maureen Honeychuck .......................................................................... Math Teacher

Lisa McComb ........................................................................................ Math Teacher

Lora Snyder ...............................................................................................Office Clerk

Jennifer Templeton .................................................. Guidance Counselor (Substitute)

Thomas Waranavage .............................................................. Social Studies Teacher

Southern Middle School

Erica Jolly .............................................................................................. Math Teacher

Christine Ward ..........................................................................................Office Clerk

Friendship and Southern Elementary Schools

Travis Bash ................................................................................... Assistant Principal

Friendship Elementary & Southern Middle School

Kathy Bacon .......................................................................................... School Nurse

Nicholas Wehr ............................................................................... Orchestra Director

Friendship Elementary School

Robert Dahms ............................................................................ Custodian, Day Shift

Darren Keller ............................................................................... Guidance Counselor

Deborah McCullar ............................................... Learning Support Itinerant Teacher

Gail McNew ..............................................................................Custodian, Night Shift

Susan Mosley .................................................................................... Math Specialist

Casey Wagman ............................................................... Physical Education Teacher

Southern Elementary School

Vicki Jo Manker ................................................. Kindergarten Instructional Assistant

Jason Minacci .................................................................................... Grade 5 Teacher

Katie Roskovensky ............................................................................Grade 3 Teacher

Shrewsbury Elementary School

Tara Ferraracci ........................................... Instructional Assistant, Learning Support

Jill Fitzsimmons ......................................................... Learning Support PDD Teacher

Jessica Henning ................................................................................. Grade 4 Teacher

Jessica Hoover ...................................................................................Grade 3 Teacher

Jennifer Hyman .................................................................................. Grade 3 Teacher

Cynthia Minacci ......................................................... Reading Specialist (Substitute)

Mary Oles .......................................................................................... Grade 6 Teacher

Cathy Shreve .......................................................................... Instructional Assistant

Friendship, Southern Elementary, Southern Middle Schools

Melissa Rumbaugh ................................................................Occupational Therapist
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elcome . . .

New to the District This Year

B. Tridico A. Bishop M. Blair T. Hare

T. Waranavage E. Jolly C. Ward T. Bash

D. McCullar G.. McNew S. Mosley C. Wagman

J. Fitzsimmons J. Henning J. Hoover J. Hyman

C. Shreve M. Rumbaugh

 M. Honeychuck L. McComb

K. Bacon N. Wehr

V. Manker J. Minacci

Bus Drivers
(Photos not Available)

Della Abel

Tim Bonitz

Bruce Coyle

Michelle Kenney

Parents . . . Students . . . Staff

Working together, we can have a

GREAT year!!



Annual Public Notice of Special Education Services & Programs

Southern York County School District
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It is the responsibility of the Pennsylvania

Department of Education to ensure that all

children with disabilities residing in the

Commonwealth, regardless of the severity

of their disability, and who are in need of

special education and related services, are

identified, located, and evaluated.  This

responsibility is required by a federal law

called the Individuals with Disabilities

Education Act (IDEA) and Pennsylvania

Chapter 14 Special Education Regulations.

A full range of special education services

are provided by the Southern York County

School District.  Programs provided directly

by the District include those for students

who have a specific learning disability,

emotional disturbance, mental retardation,

speech or language impairment, a hearing

impairment, autism, traumatic brain injury or

other health impairment.  Services are also

provided for students who are mentally

gifted.  Additional services are provided to

Southern students through contract with the

Lincoln Intermediate Unit #12.  These

services address the needs of early

childhood, visually impaired, and severely

impaired or multihandicapped students.

Occupational and physical therapy services

are also provided to students who qualify.

Efforts to identify special needs students in

Southern schools are varied.  Preschool

students between age 3 and 5 are identified

through services provided by the District

by the Lincoln Intermediate Unit #12.

Kindergarten students are screened for

hearing and vision at the time of registration

with the Southern York County School

District.  Registration is scheduled by

appointment and the dates are listed in the

district calendar.  For the 2004-05 school year,

kindergarten registration is scheduled for

April 13, 14 and 15, 2005.  Screening is also

conducted for all kindergarten students in

early September each year to identify

students who are possibly at risk in a variety

of areas including speech and language.

New resident students are also screened for

special needs at the building level through a

review of school records and parent/student

interviews at the time of enrollment.

If teachers or staff suspect that a student

might be in need of specially designed

instruction, a school team reviews records

and diagnostic data.  At the elementary level,

the school team is called an Instructional

Support Team.  At the middle school and

high school, the team is called a Student

Study Team.  Conclusions are drawn by the

school team as to whether or not adaptations

or modifications can be made to the

student’s educational program that will

address the needs of the student, or if a

referral for a multidisciplinary evaluation and

further assessment is recommended.

If a parent wishes to request a

multidisciplinary evaluation, the school

district asks the parent to provide to the

child’s building Principal written permission

for the evaluation to begin.  Any parent who

requests a multidisciplinary evaluation of a

resident child not attending Southern

schools should send the written request to

the Supervisor of Special Education.

A multidisciplinary evaluation must be

conducted in accordance with specific

timelines and follow protection-in-

evaluation procedures.  The evaluation is

conducted by a multidisciplinary evaluation

team which includes at least the parents, a

certified school psychologist, teachers, and

others who have worked with the child and

can contribute relevant information.  The

evaluation results are summarized in a report

of findings, with conclusions and

recommendations called an Evaluation

Report.  Parents also have the right to obtain

an independent educational evaluation.

Southern will provide, upon request,

information about where an independent

evaluation may be obtained.  Under certain

circumstances, such an evaluation may be

obtained at public expense.

The determination of whether or not a

student has a disability and may be in need

of special education services is made by the

Evaluation Team.  A single test or procedure

cannot be the sole factor in determining that

a child has a disability.  The IEP Team must

consist of at least a district representative,

the student’s teacher, and the parents.  The

IEP Team develops a written education plan

called an Individual Education Plan based

on the results of the evaluation.  Placement

must be made in the least restrictive

environment in which the student’s needs

can be met with special education and related

services.  All students with disabilities must

be educated to the maximum extent

appropriate with children who are not

disabled.

Southern York County School District

protects the confidentiality of personally

identifiable information regarding screening,

referral, evaluation, storage, disclosure, and

destruction of information for all students

screened for or enrolled as an exceptional

student in accordance with the Family

Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974

(FERPA) and other applicable federal and

state laws.  The Southern York County

School District Board of Education Policies

#216 and 216.1 provide further information

regarding confidentiality of student records.

The rights of parents are protected by

procedural safeguards.  These safeguards

include parental consent for evaluations, re-

evaluations, release of information, and

placement of a child with a disability in a

special education placement.  Safeguards

also include notification to parents, and the

right to preconference meetings, mediation,

or impartial due process hearings.  A full

explanation of procedural safeguards is

contained in the “Procedural Safeguards

Notice” which is available upon request by

calling the Special Education Office at 235-

4811.

All communications regarding special

education services are provided in English

or, if necessary, in other languages solely

used by parents.  If a person does not

understand any written information, further

explanation may be requested by contacting

the school district.  When necessary, the

district will also arrange for an interpreter for

parents with limited English proficiency, or

if a parent is deaf or blind or has no written

language, the school district will arrange for

communication in the mode normally used

by the parent (e.g. sign language, Braille, or

oral communication).

For more information, contact Robert H.

Cline, Supervisor of Special Education,

Southern York County School District, 235-

4811, ext. 229.
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Annual Notice to
Parents of
Protected

Handicapped
Students

In compliance with state and federal

law, the Southern York County

School District will provide each

“protected handicapped student,”

without discrimination or cost to the

student or family, those related aides,

services, or accommodations which

are needed to provide equal opportu-

nity to participate in and obtain the

benefits of the school program and

extracurricular activities to the extent

appropriate to the student’s abilities.

In order to qualify as a “protected

handicapped student,” the child must

be of school age with a physical or

mental disability, which substantially

limits or prohibits participation in or

access to an aspect of the school

program.

These services and protections  for

“protected handicapped students”

are distinct from those applicable to

all eligible or exceptional students

enrolled (or seeking enrollment) in

special education programs.

For further information on the

evaluation procedures and provisions

of services to “protected handicapped

students,” contact Robert H. Cline,

Supervisor of Special Education,

235-4811, ext. 229.

Use of Students’
Photos in Media

and
District Web Site

  Notice to Parents

Throughout the year, the Southern

York County School District may

have opportunities to share news-

worthy information and/or pictures of

its students with local newspapers

and through various school district

publications.  In addition, our school

district maintains a web page for use

by students, administrators, teachers,

and community members.  At times

we may wish to share newsworthy

information about our students,

using names, photos, and/or student

work (i.e. drawings, poems, creative

writings, etc.) on our web pages.

If the opportunity arises for your

child to be part of a news release, we

shall assume we have your implied

consent to use his/her name and/or

picture, unless you provide us with

prior written notification to the

contrary.  If you prefer that your

child’s name and/or identifiable

picture (name printed in the caption

of a group or individual photo, or

identified in some other manner) not

be used, please send a letter to your

child’s building principal stating that

you do not wish your child’s name or

identifiable picture be used in any

school district publication, news

items sent to local media, or on the

school district’s web page.

Foundation

Distributes

Scholarships
Since its inception in 1997, the

Southern York County School

District Foundation has continued to

grow.  This past spring, the Founda-

tion and its partners and donors

awarded over $39,000 in scholarships

to our Susquehannock High School

graduates, more than double the

amount of scholarship money

awarded just two years ago.

The SYCSD Foundation is a means

for individuals and businesses to

make tax-deductible contributions for

projects, equipment, supplies,

scholarships, and other purposes

that benefit our students.  Through

corporate and private contributions

to the Foundation, our schools have

received science equipment, play-

ground equipment, furniture, books,

supplies, and other items which may

not have been possible otherwise.

Our high school graduates continue

to benefit from the generosity of

donors who have established

scholarships through the Founda-

tion.  Many individuals and local

businesses and organizations

offering scholarships have partnered

with the SYCSD Foundation, Dollars

for Scholars, in order that their

scholarship recipients might receive

additional benefits.  Colleges

generally do not deduct scholarship

money from a student’s financial aid

package if the scholarship is given

through a Foundation Dollars for

Scholars program, and some colleges

even offer matching funds.

To learn more about the SYCSD

Foundation, contact the Southern

York County School District Busi-

ness Office at 717-235-4811, exten-

sion 278.

American Education Week

November 15-19, 2004

The Southern York County School District will observe American Education Week

November 15 through 19.  The theme this year is “Celebrating the American Dream.”

Each school will welcome visitors on Monday and Tuesday, November 15 and 16 (9

a.m. to 2 p.m. - Elementary) (8 a.m. to 2 p.m. - Secondary).

We encourage parents and other community members to visit our schools during

American Education Week to personally observe the many positive things happening

in our classrooms.

Athletic Schedules

Go to website:

highschoolsports.net



October 2004 - January 2005 School Calendar

October 29 ............................................................................. Teacher In-Service Day - Schools Closed

November 2 .....................................................................................................First Marking Period Ends

November 12 ..................................................................................................... Report Card Distribution

November 15, 16 ........................................................ American Education Week Classroom Visitation

November 22 ............................................................................. Parent/Teacher Conferences (Evening)

November 23 .................................................................Parent/Teacher Conferences - Schools Closed

November 24 ......................................................................... Teacher In-Service Day - Schools Closed

November 25 through 29 ....................................... Thanksgiving Vacation - Schools & Offices Closed

December 24 through 31 ...................................................Winter Vacation - Schools & Offices Closed

January 3 .........................................................................................................................Classes Resume

January 17 ............ Martin L. King, Jr. Birthday Observed / Teacher In-Service Day - Schools Closed

January 20 ................................................................................................. Second Marking Period Ends

January 28 ......................................................................................................... Report Card Distribution

Nonprofit Org.
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Teachers Recognized

Mrs. Laura Johnson, Instructional

Support Teacher at Southern Elemen-

tary School, is a recipient of the 2004-

05 Outstanding Teacher award spon-

sored by the Shippensburg University

School Study Council.  Mrs. Johnson,

a former third, fourth, and sixth grade

teacher at Shrewsbury Elementary, was

nominated because of her positive

outlook, compassion, flexibility, and

instructional expertise.

This is the sixth year in a row that a

teacher from our school district

received this award.

Mrs. Ruby Schmidt, Kindergarten

Teacher at Friendship Elementary

School, was named “Wal*Mart Teacher

of the Year” in May.  Because of this

honor, Wal*Mart donated $1,000 to

Friendship Elementary.

Mrs. Schmidt was nominated because

of her dedication and ability to make

school a fun, loving, and educational

experience for her students.  According

to her Principal, Mrs. Beth Koontz,

“Ruby has a song for everything, a

caring smile, and a loving heart that

assures children they can learn.”

The $1,000 donation may be used to

purchase a bench for outside the

school, along with books for students.

Mrs. Laura Johnson, 2004-05 Outstanding

Teacher

Left to right: Mrs. Schmidt, with Mrs. Shaeffer

(parent), and Wal*Mart employees Grace Hansen

and Elaine Izer


